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TOWN BY TOWN

BY RUTH EPSTEIN
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

CORNWALL — It’s a fairy
tale setting. 

The property known as
Hidden Valley Castle sits
solitarily at the end of a mile-
long driveway off Valley
Road, nestled among stands
of trees. The stone structure,
with its turrets and gargoyles,
is reminiscent of illustrations
from childhood books, but
this castle is very much real.

Owned by Susi Stone and
Russell Barton, it is on the
market for $6.5 million.

Stone said she is a bit am-
bivalent about selling the
building that has been home
since 2019, since it reminds
her of a castle near her child-
hood home in Germany. She
said her husband, who loves
renovating historic buildings
— he redid the former jail in
Litchfield — wasn’t as inter-
ested in the romantic calling
of the castle as she was.

She said it was in total dis-
repair when they purchased
it. It had been in foreclosure
and there was no heat or run-
ning hot water, the pipes had
burst, the floors had buckled.
They lived in the pool house
while the crews were work-
ing nonstop.

When it was done, Stone
reveled in her surroundings. 

“Every turn was a journey
back in time,” she said. “I’m
most amused by the land and
views. There is something so
magic about being embedded
in nature: the birds, the wa-
terfalls and the way the light
plays on the hills.”

For Barton, the joy is found
in the drinking water, de-
scribing it as spectacular. He
believes the quality is due to
the fact it runs past the Wash-
ington reservoir. While the
outside of the castle “trans-
ports you,” he said, he loves

the way the renovation,
which went from one end of
the house to the other, turned
out. “It’s a real gem.”

So why are they looking to
move? The couple has many
interests, and for Barton, one
of them is importing Euro-
pean sports horses. She loves
to ride. 

“We’re farmers at heart,”
Stone said. “We found a farm
and decided we want more of
a farm life.”

Besides the beauty of the
house and property, both
Stone and Barton became en-
thralled with its history. Jef-

frey Jacobson, who lives near
the entrance to the driveway,
became intrigued by the cas-
tle and after giving a lecture
to the Cornwall Historical So-
ciety in 2010, he wrote a book
titled “The Castle: A Love
Story” that was published by
the society in 2015.

In it, he tells how New York
socialite Charlotte Bronson
Hunnewell built the 8,412
square-foot mansion as a
summer retreat for her and
her husband, Dr. Walton
Martin. After a first marriage
to a ne’er do well, Hunnewell
married Martin, a successful

surgeon and they appeared to
have a happy life together un-
til his death in 1949.

Jacobson recounts the cou-
ple often stood out in the
small New England town. He
talked to someone who re-
membered them always be-
ing formally attired and driv-
en from New York by a chauf-
feur in Martin’s 1929 Lincoln.
He said Martin would occa-
sionally be seen riding a
white horse through the val-
ley wearing a white-tailored
cape with red lining.

Jacobson said the stone for
the castle came from the local
area and Marola Construc-
tion Company of Torrington
was the builder. Barton said
Hunnewell’s thoughts when
designing the home were so
clear. “The woman had
tremendous vision in the
1920s. Her vision was time-
less. This is not a Disneyland
castle. It has character be-
yond belief.” Hunnewell was
fixated on being part of the
aristocracy and believed that
true nobility lived in their
country homes, said Jacob-
son.

Stone was delighted when,
in the height of COVID, Hun-
newell’s granddaughter, who
was 95, came to visit and chat-
ted for hours. They were also
pleased to host a visit from the
daughter of the gardener who
worked the castle’s farm.

The mansion consists of 18
rooms, seven bedrooms, five
full baths, four half baths and
eight fireplaces. The property
also includes a heated pool, a
four-bedroom gate house, a
two-bedroom chauffeur/care-
taker’s apartment, stone pool
house, four-stall stable and
private licensed helipad.
Maria Taylor of Klemm Real
Estate is the listing agent.

Contact Ruth Epstein at kc-
sruthe@aol.com.

Cornwall ‘castle’ for sale
Renovated mansion with storied history on market for $6.5M 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS /KLEMM REAL ESTATE

The Hidden Valley Castle in Cornwall is on the market for
$6.5 million. 

The pool house at Hidden Valley Castle in Cornwall, which is
on the market for $6.5 million. 

WATERBURY WALKABOUT

BY MICHELE  MORCEY
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

In the last few months, Wa-
terbury has welcomed a couple
of new spots to grab a coffee
and a bite, both in great loca-
tions. 

Chary’s Sweets is right on
the bus line across from the
Green, making it easy for any-
one hopping on or off to stop in
to the Puerto Rican bakery.
Cristian Lizardi opened his
place two months ago, and
he’s making typical island-
style sweets like puff pastry
with guava and cream cheese
or pineapple, quesitos and
heavily powder-sugared
pastelillos, which are on view
in a glass case. Customers will
notice shelves with Mallorca
bread and bags of homemade
mantecaditos (vanilla short-
bread cookies) and
polvorones (sugar cookies).
Chary’s also bakes special or-
der cakes for all occasions. 

Lizardi went to cooking
school in Puerto Rico, and has
worked locally in kitchens at
Hasna’s Afghani restaurant
and Bertie’s Jamaican restau-
rant. His menu also features
sandwiches like mortadella,
ham and cheese, tuna or
chicken salad and layered
picnic loaves with roast beef,
mozzarella, salami, chicken,
artichokes and Italian season-
ing as well as wraps and sal-
ads.

“We are getting a lot of
business from people walking
downtown, especially those
who ride the bus,” said Lizar-
di. There are a few tables in
the brightly lit spot for those
who want to eat an early
morning breakfast sandwich
in house or enjoy a coffee and
watch the action on the
Green. 

Chary’s is at 139 W. Main
St. Current hours are Monday
through Saturday 6 a.m. to 4
p.m. and Sunday 6 a.m. to
noon. Call 203-437-8439 to
place an order.

■ ■ ■
Bunker Hill lost its cozy cof-

fee spot Third Day Cafe during
the pandemic but Common
Grounds Bistro has just moved
in, bringing a little life back to
the area. 

Yelena Talamelli has re-
tained the welcoming neigh-
borhood vibe that drew locals
and beyond to her predecessor
but she’s put her own artsy
touch on the space. Right now
Common Grounds is decorated
in anticipation of Valentine’s
Day and the walls are hung
with some of Talamelli’s origi-
nal artwork like acrylic drip
paintings, all for sale. 

With a street side location,
Common Grounds is a great
place for a leisurely coffee or
sandwich with a side of people
watching. The bistro is small
but the seating is arranged in a
way that gives one a feeling
they can disappear for a while
with an espresso in front of the
fire place. Right now Common
Grounds Bistro has a breakfast
and lunch menu, with recent
options like turkey Reuben or
bbq chicken panini and grab
and go items by the register.

“We’re slowly coming back
here,” said Talamelli, who
opening on December 6.
“We’re still waiting to have our
grand opening.” 

Common Grounds is at 119
Windsor St., around the corner
from Bunker Hill Pharmacy.
Current hours are Monday
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
Sunday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

■ ■ ■
Seven Angels’ has an added

incentive for its presentation
of “Beehive,” which features
the music of women in rock
and roll in the 60s. 

The theater is pairing up
with Sultan’s Turkish Restau-
rant for a dinner and show
night out. Sultan’s has a been a
mainstay for Mediterranean
and Middle Eastern food in
Waterbury for several years
but they were just featured on
the “Something’s Cooking”
segment on WFSB Channel 3
News. 

Theatergoers who purchase
a ticket to “Beehive” can pres-
ent it to their server at Sultan’s
upon order and receive a half
price entree (max price $10)
with the purchase of another
entree. Sultan’s is always live-
ly on the weekends, especially
with belly dancing on Satur-
day nights, so reservations are
highly recommended. 

Seven Angels is at 1 Plank
Road Sultan’s is at 586 Plank
Road. “Beehive” runs through

Feb. 6. 

■ ■ ■
The annual Mixmaster ju-

ried art show at the Mat-
tatuck Museum will run
through March 6. The exhibi-
tion is an opportunity to give
recognition to the talents of
its artist members working in
New England and the Tri-
State area and shine light on
emerging artists to debut
their most recent work. 

Kyle Harris, a director at
Peter Blum Gallery in New
York, will be judging the
works. The prizes are sub-
stantial for new artists for
this much looked forward to
show: First prize is $500 and
a solo show with the Mat-
tatuck later this year; second
prize is $300; third prize is
$200. 

New eateries brighten city

Cristian Lizardo’s Puerto 
Rican bakery, Chary’s
Sweets, is located right in
the center of town. 
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Cozy Common Grounds owner Yelena Talamelli has revived
a neighborhood hot spot. 

Common Grounds in 
Waterbury

K E N T  

Search deadline extended for
Social Services Director post

The town of Kent has extended its search for a
full-time Social Services Director with a new
deadline for submissions by Feb. 18.

Information about the position is available at
www.townofkentct.org. The job is full-time, 32
hours per week at $30 per hour with a benefits
package provided.

Applications are also available from the First
Selectman’s Office, Kent Town Hall, 41 Kent
Green Blvd, Kent, CT 06757 (860-927-4627). Ap-
plicants are asked to submit a cover letter, re-
sume and application no later than Feb. 18 to ad-
minassist@townofkentct.org or Town of Kent,
Attn: Admin Assist, P.O. Box 678, Kent, CT
06757.

T O R R I N G T O N

COVID-19 testing trailer set up
near hospital in Torrington

Charlotte Hungerford Hospital has opened a
COVID-19 testing trailer at the base of Hospital
Hill at the intersection of Litchfield Street and
the Charlotte Hungerford Hospital main drive-
way in the former hospital laundry building
parking area. 

Hours of operation are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday. Appointments are required
for testing. Results will be available on MyChart-
PLUS 24 to 48 hours after testing. 

To schedule an appointment, visit hartford-
healthcare.org/testing. 

S A L I S B U R Y

Ski jumping championships 
held at Satre Hill Feb. 11-13

The 96th Annual JumpFest and the 96th Annu-
al U.S. Eastern National Ski Jumping Champi-
onships will be from Friday, Feb. 11, to Sunday,
Feb. 13, at Satre Hill, on Indian Mountain Road.

This in-person outdoor event is the oldest ski
jumping competition in New England, and one of
only six ski jump competitions on the East Coast.
Athletes including Olympic contenders and some
of the best junior ski jumpers in the United States
will compete during this festival that includes the
Eastern Division National Ski Jump Competition.
Event winners will go on to compete in the Ski
Jumping Nordic Combined Junior Nationals tak-
ing place this year, from Feb. 22 to 26, in Salis-
bury and Cornwall.

All COVID 19 state protocols will be in place.
For information, contact Janet L. Serra at lhcvb-
nwct@aol.com, or Willie Hallihan at jwphalli-
han@gmail.com, or visit jumpfest.org. 

K E N T  

Transfer station’s special hours
today in response to snowstorm 

The Kent Transfer Station will be open today for
special hours 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for permit holders’
household garbage and recycling drop off.

The usual Saturday hours were canceled due to
the snowstorm to provide for the safety of both
staff and the public.

WAT E R B U R Y

Spanish-language workshop on
living with diabetes starts Feb. 9

The Western Connecticut Area Agency on Ag-
ing is offering a free, six-week “Live Well with Dia-
betes” workshop in Spanish, for adults with type 2
diabetes or prediabetes, in the comfort of their own
home without having to use technology beyond the
telephone.

The group begins on Wednesday, Feb. 9, from 6 to
7 p.m. and runs through March 16. Each week, a
trained Live Well leader who is a native Spanish
speaker will facilitate the one-hour group phone
calls.

Participants will learn about healthy eating, high
and low blood sugar, being active, sick day guide-
lines, tips for dealing with stress, foot care, making
weekly action plans, and how to set small and
achievable goals.

They will be mailed a tool kit at no cost consisting
of the book “Tomando Control de Su Salud,” an in-
struction booklet and an exercise CD. The toll-free
WCAAA conference call line will be used to connect
the group.

Class size is limited to six adults, and preregistra-
tion is required. To sign up, call Janette at 203-819-
3230 or email janettegonzalez68@gmail.com.

L I T C H F I E L D

Community center’s February
film schedule is announced

The February “Movie Mondays” film schedule
has been announced for the Litchfield Communi-
ty Center, 421 Bantam Road (Route 202).

The proposed lineup is the 2021 TV movie
“Life Changes” for Feb. 7; the 2018 British spy
drama “Red Joan” for Feb. 14; and the 2021 ac-
tion comedy “Red Notice” (PG-13) for Feb. 28.
The center will be closed Feb. 21 for the Presi-
dents Day holiday.

Screenings all are at 1 p.m., free. Seating is
limited so reservations are recommended.

For information and registrations, call 860-
567-8302 or visit thecommunitycenter.org.

L I T C H F I E L D

Center plans trip to UConn game 
The Litchfield Community Center will sponsor

a trip to the XL Center in Hartford for the UConn
women’s basketball game versus the Tennessee
Volunteers on Sunday, Feb. 6.

The center’s van will depart from 421 Bantam
Road (Route 202) at 10:30 a.m. and return after
the game is over; van seating is limited to 12. Cost
is $40 per person.

Preregistration and prepayment are required
by calling 860-567-8302 or visiting thecommuni-
tycenter.org. 


