ModernNewTuscan-style
Villa
Preston, Connecticut

Modernist Tuscan-style Villa
Featured in Architectural Digest in August 2007, this dramatic Tuscan inspired property sits on a hillside with some of the most sweeping and magical views of
Lake Waramaug. It was designed by award-winning architect Steven F. Haas and is situated on 11± beautifully landscaped acres. Designed to evoke Italianate gardens by the well-known landscape designer Renny Reynolds with a view that is reminiscent of the glorious Italian Lake Como. Everything about the house was
designed to bring the light inside, the gardens and the magnificent views beyond. The house is organized on either side of a wide barrel vaulted glass ceilinged
walkway. On either side of this walkway are rooms that are generously proportioned with high ceilings, most of which have limestone flooring, mahogany ceilings and floor to ceiling mahogany framed “window walls” that open to the outdoors. All of this combines to create a continuity of unique and beautiful materials combining to achieve the overall effect that the outdoors is inside, with light streaming from all sides and above.

Main Floor
On one side of the barrel vault is a large well-appointed eat-in kitchen and family room that opens onto a tented pergola for outdoor dining. The kitchen is
appointed with two generous square marble working/serving counters, a glass doored Traulsen refrigerator, a commercial bonnet cooking system, walk-in pantry
with freezer, wet bar, coffee bar, wood burning fireplace and an outdoor wood burning pizza oven and grill. There is a well-appointed powder room off of the
kitchen. The main dining room off the kitchen encompasses a table that seats 14 and faces a koi pond and terrace with pocket, moving glass doors that open to
the outside. The dining room opens onto a grandly scaled living room, with 22’ mahogany ceilings with a very large wood burning fireplace. It affords a number
of seating areas and is great for large groups but can also be quite intimate for small groups. There are different and interesting rooms off the other side of
the barrel vaulted walkway. First a glassed-in conservatory which is a home for gorgeous plants and flowering trees and a more intimate (eight person) dining
space which takes in a beautiful view of the gardens and specimen trees which light up beautifully at night. Next is the media room with built-in cabinets for
television and audio visual systems and a library and following that a large home office appointed with built-in wooden cabinets and small conversation areas
for meetings and reading. There is a large powder room off of the study. All of these rooms have the same floor-to-ceiling glass doors that open to the outdoors.
The master suite is surrounded on three sides by glass walls and has sweeping views of the lake. It has its own private outdoor deck but also opens onto the
terrace that runs the entire length of the house facing the view. The master dressing room and bathroom are beautifully appointed with mosaic tiles, a large
soaking tub, his and hers vanities and a large dressing room. Adjacent to the master suite is a fully equipped gym with soft rubber flooring, mirrored walls and
a ballet bar but is also light-filled space facing into one of the gardens.

Lower Level
This floor of the house was made for families. The center is a big family room with pool table, cubbies for games, a pin ball machine and game table. Surrounding
it are three bedrooms, each with their own beautifully appointed baths, all facing the outdoors with window walls that open to the gardens outside. This level
also contains a generous laundry room, storage space and a fully equipped wine cellar.

Guesthouse
The guesthouse is a little jewel, appointed with all of the same quality in finishes as the main house. It has an open kitchen fully equipped with refrigerator
and freezer drawers and a full stove. It is situated within a great room that opens on three sides to the outdoors and to its own terrace facing the gardens and
pool with a dining table that serves eight. It has its own powder room. The terrace also contains a hot tub with views of the lake. Downstairs is a large bedroom
with its own intimate sitting room and charming en suite bathroom with full shower and double vanity. The cottage also has its own laundry equipment. This
level also faces the outdoors and opens to the gardens.
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