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ON THE MARKET
Medical man bought a house, made town of Woodbury his own
t is known as the house of Peck, this antique Greek revival domicile of six

I

rooms, which circa 1840 was constructed by the eponymous family on a compact lot abutting the main thoroughfare of Woodbury. Alas, the particulars on

which members of the family Peck built this exact 19th century home in this specific
Litchfield Hills village are just not immediately accessible. It is noted in “History of Ancient Woodbury, Connecticut,” written and published in 1872 by William Cothren, that
in 1859 Robert Peck was an assistant marshal in town and thus played a role in Woodbury’s bicentennial celebration, but little more information is attainable. So in the context of legacy, the house would be better realized as the house of Karrman, after
following owner Dr. Henry S. Karrman bought it in the 1870s, and well past the turn of
the century was Woodbury’s purported leading physician. In a January 1925 issue of
something called the “Sunday Republican Magazine,” based out of Waterbury, a feature profile on Dr. Karrman detailed how he came to be an integral part of the community. “Forty-eight years ago, a young man went to North Woodbury and bought the Peck
house which stands on the left side of the main street at the end of the present trolley
line,” read the article. “Neighbors watched with interest the bustle of moving in and
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This 1840 Greek revival house was originally the Peck family home, but was then purchased
by and for 50 years housed the practice of Dr. H.S. Karrman.

were further excited when he rented an office over the present Canfield drugstore.” It goes on to define those heady days, and how much changed throughout his half-century
tenure as a rural doctor, since those were the years which saw the advent of trolleys, telephones, and automobiles. In the beginning, a round-trip journey from Woodbury to Oxford took up most of the day, but by 1925 it could be done in a few hours. Additionally,
the telephone offered perilous convenience, because suddenly patients deemed a phone
call tantamount to an appointment. The people ate and slept too much, which Dr. Karrman said mitigated their health, but he was always a doctor in demand, being that he
never advertised. In his words, “I figured

did…I’ve been busy since I came here.” In
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the 1970s, Golden Age of Hollywood starlet

Listing: Klemm Real Estate

Barbara Britton called this home her home,

Price: $429,900

and until her 1980 death, the actress, who of-

Bedrooms: 4 Baths: 4

ten played opposite people like Bob Hope

Acreage: .34

and Gene Autry, ran an antiques shop out of

Year built: 1840

the location. But the house is not fully stuck

Do you have a home for sale with a

in the past. Listing agent Sindy Butkus said

story? We d love to tell it. Share

that if they want me, they’d find me and they

The living room interior has been updated, but the original supporting post and beams are
still visible.

that, despite the age and its overarching original detail, “over the past 12 years this house has had many upgrades, most recently an

with Bill Cloutier at bcloutier@rep-

entire new roof with shingles.” And for modern convenience, one of those newfangled telephone lines.

am.com
Jack Coraggio

Caregivers find support

S

herry Renne, LCSW of Regional Hospice
and Palliative Care, will facilitate an
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group on

the second Thursday of the month through 2019, at

Students will ‘flow’ into watercolor

A

ward winning artist Bob Noreika will teach a Watercolor
Workshop on Saturday Sept. 21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
Southbury’s Arts Escape, 88 Main Street South. Noreika

The Jewish Federation of Western Connecticut, 444

will share his signature “fluid” painting method; students will

Main Street North, Southbury. Participants will dis-

learn to take the essence of a subject and transform it into a pleas-
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the isolation,
burnout,
and physical exhaustion

ing painting, achieving strong, cohesive value patterns with inter-

that can accompany the role of caregiver, as the

esting shapes. All levels of painting experience are welcome. The

September 5, 2019 9:30 am (GMT +4:00)
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