Republican-American - 12/13/2018
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018

Copy Reduced to 72% from original to fit letter page

C O U N T R Y L I F E

Page : E07
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

7E

ON THE MARKET

Graceful repose for dowager house with a magnificent facelift

T

he title “dowager,” which is sometimes
known by the diminutive “dower,” is seldom
heard in modern America. But it is that par-

ticular moniker, borne of British aristocracy, which is
quite aptly applied to this particular antique Colonial
within the Litchfield Hills community of Washington.
Still, how is dowager defined? For fans of certain period dramas, especially one set in England a century ago,
it is a word that may resonate. “Have you ever seen
Downton Abbey?” queried homeowner Jack Rosenberg, when asked to describe the history of the home
constructed in 1879 and colloquially dubbed “The
Dower House.” Simply put, a dower is a widow who
holds the deed or the title on the family estate. As generations pass, the dowager is moved out of the main
house and into an adjacent home, typically still on the
property, which was built specifically for her. Although
according to Randi Hoffman, who was raised in the
house which her family sold less than a decade ago,
calling it a dowager home might not be exactly accurate. “The house we lived in was built for their son,”
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Known as “The Dower House,” this Colonial was originally built in 1879 as a home for a relative to the adjoining estate.

she said of the home which initially belonged to the Clark family. “What I remember about our house is Mrs. (Helen) de Courcy was born in our house,” continued
Hoffman. “She was a Seeley and our house was the Seeley house; Mr. (Robert) de Courcy, I think, owned Washington Supply Company.” In 1893, five families — including the Seeley clan — partnered to create the Washington Depot hardware store institution, Washington Supply Company. In 1958, then owner Henry Seeley retired and let his son-in-law, Robert de Courcy, keep to the shop. At that point, de
Courcy was married to Seeley’s daughter, Helen, who was apparently born in
this house. Fast-forward to 2018, when it was re-imagined by noted interior designer, John Michael Murphy, with all new bathrooms and kitchen, along with a
redesigned floor-plan and layout.

overhaul is the restored coffered ceiling
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dining room with fireplace, which is ad-

Listing: Klemm Real Estate

jacent to oversize living room with bay

Price: $1,495,000

windows and second fireplace. “We gut

Bedrooms: 5 Baths: 5

renovated it, ripped everything out and

Acreage: 3.1

redid the whole property,” said Rosen-

Year built: 1879

berg. “As old dowagers go, they often
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Among other components of the major

The current owners, including noted interior designer John Michael Murphy, renovated a large
portion of the home, including the kitchen.
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