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Cottages feature the seclusion and luxury of the Litchfield Hills

U

pon a fairly robust countryside parcel, one which adds up to
more than a dozen very serene acres, there sits an otherwise
unassuming yet inherently symbolic pair of apposite cot-

tages. As modest as they may appear, this duo of homes not only represents different eras of America, as one was built in 1820 and the other
in 1950, but they also get at the country charm and magnetic appeal of
these Litchfield Hills. This particular Roxbury property was once the
minor estate and oft-sanctuary of a famed Hollywood couple — the
Academy Award-winning actor Walter Matthau and literary muse actress Carol Matthau. Certainly, Litchfield County is no stranger to famous residents. There is something about the seclusion of the area,
with its relative proximity to New York City, that makes it the ideal
weekend getaway for those who sometimes need to escape the searing
spotlight which comes with a life in entertainment. Roxbury selectman
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Russell Dirienzo went so far as to call the famous residents “the indus- Built in 1950, these two cottages of Oscar-winner Walter Matthau are known to have hosted numerous
try of the area.” In this case, the Tophet Road corridor once looked like Hollywood galas.

a stretch of Beverly Hills, only much quieter. “It was a little enclave on Tophet Road, used to be Millionaires Road, I believe Richard Widmark, Walter Matthau, Arthur
Miller, and Marilyn Monroe all lived on that road,” said current owner Laura Sax.
“The houses were not lavish, they were all these little cottages, but they all must
have had quite a few parties on that road.”

mary Clooney once got stuck in the bath-
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tub and needed help getting out, but just as

Listing: Klemm Real Estate

with a similar story involving President

Price: $1,100,000

William Howard Taft, that rumor is any-

Bedrooms: 3 Baths: 2

thing but verifiable. But the country charm

Acreage: 14

of these homes is legitimate. The main

Year built: 1950

house has an open floor plan, wide-board

Do you have a home for sale with a

floors, fireplace, exposed beams, built-ins,

story? We’d love to tell it. Share with

and air conditioning. It has large windows

Alec Johnson at ajohnson@rep-

to overlook a long sweeping meadow and

am.com

She shared an anecdote about how Rose-

The main cottage boasts a living room with an open-floor plan, wide board floors, and a big gardens. A set of sliders opens to a blue
fireplace.

stone patio with a flower- covered pergola.
As for the guest cottage, which was built in 1820, it includes one to three bedrooms and one bath and enjoys the same pastoral setting. Indeed, the myriad antique
homesteads which populate the rolling acres of farmland aptly define the quiet Northwest Corner of Connecticut, but the area’s status as an oasis for the famous is what
distinguishes that same corner.
—Jack Coraggio

Traveling life of Connecticut’s birds

W

oodbury’s Flanders Nature Center hosts
Jane Seymour, a Connecticut DEEP
wildlife biologist, who will discuss Con-

necticut birds and their migration habits on Saturday April 28, at 9 a.m., at the Flanders’ Studio, on
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April 19, 2018 8:58 am (GMT +4:00) the corner of Flanders and Church Hill roads. Sey-

mour will provide insight into questions about
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