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Looking down from Mill Road one can barely see
the house through trees that line the road and flow
down the slope toward Webutuck Creek. But as
you drive down the dirt road to reach your destination and come upon what is known as the “Stone
House” or the “Marble House,” it’s like stepping
back in time, quite a lot of time actually, to when
the country was new and the area around Millerton
still somewhat wild.
A house from the 1700’s

The Colonial-style home was in fact built in 1795,
when George Washington was in the third year of
his first term as President of the fledgling United
States of America. The structure is called the
Marble House because the exterior is made mostly
of marble that is believed to have been brought
to the site by horse and wagon from Vermont,
although some granite may also have been used in
its construction. The front of the home is also interesting in that the multi-paned windows flanking
the entryway on both the first and second levels are
fashioned with red brick that creates an eclectic but
pleasant look.
The 3,500-square-foot home has nine rooms,
including three bedrooms, three baths, and six
fireplaces, all of them apparently original and
crafted with marble surrounds. There’s a pool and
a caretaker’s or guest home on the property and
several outbuildings. A gazebo sits over the edge of
Webutuck Creek, but more about that later. In all,
the property is 36.7 acres and affords solitude and
harmony with its natural surroundings.
The last resident of the home was Merrill

Sindler, who died in July of this year at the age of
83. Sindler was a fascinating and accomplished
individual and worked for a number of years as an
art director and set designer for NBC, feature films,
a number of New York City theater productions,
as well as commercials, and special projects. His
notable achievements include the set designs for the
off Broadway play To Be Young, Gifted, and Black,
with Cicely Tyson, an Emmy nomination for his
set design for Ride with Terror, a television drama,
and the set for Tiny Tim’s wedding on the Tonight
Show, still one of the most watched events in the
history of television.
“He called the Tiny Tim marriage set production
both his high point and low point,” said longtime
friend and overseer of the property, Scott Belter.
“He was a fascinating man and led a fascinating
life. He loved this place.”
Design in life as in living

Millerton area residents might know Sindler best
for his artwork, as he returned to painting in his
later years and had several one-man and group exhibitions in the area. Sindler retired to the Marble
House, saying he wanted to return to his rural roots
(he was born in Bishopville, South Carolina), and
he immersed himself in decorating his home with
the same intensity, skill, and creative passion with
which he designed sets during his professional life.
He and his life partner, Chip Lopez, who passed
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away in 1997, also designed the rambling grounds
that surround the Marble House and managed a
veritable menagerie of animals that ranged from
llamas to peacocks, the latter quite fitting, after
all, considering his long tenure at NBC. One of
the most touching elements of the grounds are the
memorial gardens dedicated to Lopez and Sindler’s
late parents, Frank and Pauline (Schwartzman)
Sindler. The secluded gardens feature small ponds,
specimen trees, flowering shrubs and are reached by
stairs or walkways. Sindler also planted a weeping
katsura tree as a memorial to his partner.
Touring the house

The home, which has a massive sycamore tree
believed to be as old as the dwelling itself standing
near its right side, is entered along a brick walkway,
two stone lions standing sentinel on each side of
a large wooden door. A staircase believed to be
original leads up from the foyer to the second floor,
where the bedrooms are located. A room to the
right is a parlor and dining room with fireplace; a
chandelier hangs over a large table. The walls, as
they are in all the rooms, are tastefully appointed
with wallpaper of soft colors and subtle designs,
installed by Sindler.
To the left off the foyer is a library/sitting room,
the most interesting feature of which is a stenciled
green wood floor that works well with the subdued
area that has bookcases living an entire wall. Crown
molding in the two rooms mentioned thus far add
to their beauty and period feel.
“It’s difficult to tell exactly what is original to the
home and what has been added on and updated,”
said Belter. “But the staircase is most likely original
as are some of the floors and of course the fireplaces. There are also portions of the walls that seem
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Above top: The dining room of the The Marble House. Above left: Lower sitting area. Above right: The library. Below
left: A gazebo sits near Webutuck Creek on the property.

original and true to the period in which the home
was built.”
The back of the home affords some very nice
views of the woods and Webutuck Creek that was
flowing strong on a mid-autumn morning. The
windows at the home’s rear also feature some ornate
woodworking of French-style. There is a comfortable family room, the kitchen has been updated,
and there is a small nook for dining directly
adjacent to the kitchen. There is a room on the
lower level accessed by a staircase leading from the
kitchen area that has a marble and stone fireplace
and a beehive oven, where residents of yesteryear
baked their bread.
The second floor contains the master bedroom
that is again wrapped in tasteful wallpaper, and has
paned windows that let the morning sunlight in
from the east and allow a view to the brook. One
of the bedrooms is dedicated as a children’s room,
what Sindler called “a factitious kids room,” offers
Belter with a smile. Dolls are everywhere in the
room and the colors of the walls and artwork are
befitting a child’s room. Speaking of artwork, it is
everywhere in the home.
“Merrill was an avid art collector and he mixed
and matched everything that he liked in the home,
from antique paintings to modern art.” The works
adorn all of the walls and line many of the walkways and the entryway.

Nature’s offerings

Belter takes the visitor to one of the property’s most
delightful areas, the creek, where there is a sturdy
screened-in gazebo that basically sits over Webutuck Creek.
“The views up and down the creek from this
gazebo are amazing,” says Belter with no exaggeration. The gazebo stands near what had been a dam
built sometime in the 19th century, but which has
since collapsed, allowing the water to rush past this
spot and form a pool that is teaming with trout.
“I saw a blue heron down by the creek and when
he saw me, he took flight with a trout in his beak
the other day,” says Belter. The property has some
4,000 feet of frontage on the creek.
Mr. Belter also shows what he calls a “surprise
room,” located in the loft of a two-car garage that
was added to the home sometime in the 1950’s.
“Chip Lopez loved art deco and Merrill had this
room built as a surprise for him.” Indeed, the modest-sized room is full of art deco items that includes
lamps, mirrors, and even a bathroom cabinet full
of unusable medicines from the early 20th century
added as a bit of whimsy.
“Someone could make this a very special retreat,
as Merrill and Chris did,” says Belter. “It’s a great
home and piece of property in a very nice spot.” •
To view this property, contact Graham Klemm at Klemm Real
Estate at (860) 488-6635.

