PASSPORT TO COUNTRY PROPERTIES

The Parsonage House, in pretty and richly rural Bethlehem, is on the market for just $165,000.

‘Divine’ Intervention Sought

In a Rural Litchfield County Town, an Opportunity
Text by JOHN TORSIELLO
Photos by WALTER KIDD

A

n integral part of the history
of Bethlehem sits unoccupied,
seemingly unloved, waiting
for the right person to restore the
home to its past glory.
The Parsonage House, owned by
the First Church of Bethlehem, which
stands about 100 yards from the
church, is for sale. The asking price for
the 2,410-square-foot, 11-room, threebedroom, two-bathroom house that
sits on an acre and a half of land near
the town’s green? Just $165,000. But,
the Parsonage House, which has been
unoccupied for the past three years, is
in need of some serious restoration.
“The price is so reasonable because
the buyer or buyers would have to
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put at least that much money into
restoring the interior and exterior of
the house,” says Beverly Mosch, the
listing agent for the property, which is
being handled by Klemm Real Estate.
“It’s been on the market for less than
a year and we have had some offers
but nothing that we can accept. The
church wants it to be preserved, and
people in town would like to have the
house restored and be an important
part of the historic district.”
The Parsonage House was
constructed in 1830 by an unknown
builder and had served as the abode
of many ministers of the First Church
of Bethlehem over the years. It was
last occupied by a clergyman in
1998, at which time it was rented to
private individuals. The home has
“good bones,” says Ms. Mosch, and
a working furnace, well and septic
systems.
A walk through the structure
revealed the charm and potential
of the interior of the Parsonage

House that lies beneath the wear
and tear of time and some rather
un-tasteful redecorating. Ms. Mosch
pointed to a number of original
doors inside the home, 12-over-12
paned windows on the second floor,
high ceilings, a large attic, ample
storage space, and wooden plank
flooring that may or may not be
original, although it is certainly old.
The home has a fireplace and telltale
signs showing where, at one time, six
fireplaces stood. An outbuilding of
undetermined provenance is included
in the property, and there is also a
one-car garage.
Ms. Mosch, who believes the house
was once used as a meeting place for
members of the church and possibly
other townspeople, takes a visitor
outside and onto an overgrown stone
patio. “This could be a lovely spot for
gardens or someone could extend the
patio out. The building can become a
wonderful home for a family, offices
or perhaps both.”

Beverly Mosch of Klemm Real Estate
has a listing with history and potential.
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The house, which sits almost directly across from the town’s
library, was built for the then princely sum of $1,651.57 under
the direction of Rev. Joseph H. Bellamy, the grandson of the
first pastor of the First Church of Bethlehem, Joseph Bellamy,
a leader of the “New Light” school of Calvinistic theology. The
elder Bellamy used the famed “The Bellamy Pulpit” to espouse
a number of religious, political and social causes, including the
independence of the Colonies from England. His grand home,
the Bellamy-Ferriday House and Gardens, is considered one of
the town’s treasures.
The entrance to the Parsonage House, which was built in the
Greek Revival style popular in the U.S. at the time, is actually
on its south-facing side and not the street side.
“Who knows why this is,” says Ms. Mosch. “Perhaps because
the roads were dirt then and often muddy; it was felt a side
entrance would be cleaner and allow the minister to enter the
home with less fuss.”
Ms. Mosch believes the Parsonage House to be an important
part of Bethlehem’s history that deserves to take its rightful
place in the historic district. She has a personal interest, as she
and her family live about a mile away from the town’s center.
“It is important to have this house restored and become
another focal point of the historic district. The town has a
wonderful history, although it is different than that of towns
surrounding it. The town is more rural than others and we
still have a number of working farms. Bethlehem has an
agricultural past and you can see that in the grid system in
which the town’s properties were laid out in.”
Because of its agricultural legacy, Bethlehem has far more
farmhouses than, say, Washington, with its Rossiter-style
A view of the church through the antique 12-over-12 windows.
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Empty rooms and a fireplace in the
Parsonage House, awaiting the vision of
the historic property’s next owner.

homes, and Litchfield, with its
Colonial mansions that line North
and South streets. Much of Bethlehem
remains open farmland, with
cornfields, orchards and extraordinary
gardens, which are its own unique and
charming calling cards to the world.
The town was settled by
descendants of Thomas Hooker’s

from the Hartford area and original
settlers from the Stratford colony
by way of Woodbury. Many of
the existing farms are owned by
Lithuanian families who migrated
from Waterbury after the industrial
revolution. Some of Bethlehem’s
highlights include the town-owned
Swenson Farm, which has walking
trails, leased cornfields, a large pond
and is a wildlife habitat; March Farm
and its extensive apple orchards,
vegetable gardens and a farmstand;
the annual and highly-popular
Garlic Festival; the Bethlehem Fair,
one of the oldest in the state; the
Benedictine Abbey of Regina Laudis;
the above-mentioned BellamyFerriday House and Garden; the
Bellamy Preserve, which is owned
by the Bethlehem Land Trust and
consists of 80 acres of walking trails
in the middle of town behind the
Bellamy-Ferriday; private gardens
that are sometimes opened for
Garden Conservancy tours; the John
Dorr Nature Lab, owned by the
Horace Mann School in New York, a
teaching facility for Mann students;
The Woodward House, featuring
award-winning fine dining, and lots
of stunning views and watercourses
(Bethlehem is the watershed for the
Pomperaug River Valley).
Because of its name, the 19.7square-mile town of around 3,500 is
a favorite destination for tourists at
Christmastime, who flock to a small
post office to have their cards and
letters stamped with “Bethlehem,” the

birthplace of Christ.
Ms. Mosch said the First Church
of Bethlehem would rather not sell
the Parsonage House but is not in a
position to maintain it as it should be.
“The church wants the Parsonage
House to be an asset to Main Street,”
she says.
Residents of this quiet and quaint
town would certainly second that
motion.
To find out more about the
Parsonage House, visit the Web site at
www.KlemmRealEstate.com, or call
Ms. Mosch at 860-868-7313, ext. 32.
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